
 

‘Growing Together’ 
Woodchurch in Bloom February 2021 News 

Welcome: 
Welcome to our first Newsletter for 2021 and a very warm welcome to our new members! We are delighted 

and proud that we were able to end 2020 with several of our initiatives to continue to support wellbeing in 

the Village, working, of course within restrictions, at all times.  These included the ‘adopt a planter’ 

approach, our Woodchurch Winter Wonderland Walk plus the organising of the Christmas Tree on the 

Green. All seemed to be a tremendous success and hopefully you were able to enjoy too. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Who we are: 
Woodchurch in Bloom is a group of Woodchurch village volunteers that work together on a range of 
activities to benefit those directly involved as well as the wider community. 
 
We link to the NHS 5 steps to wellbeing and look to enable and engage as many villagers as possible to get 

involved whether in village gardening, crafting or immersing in nature.  

With our ongoing successes and recent additional momentum in our THRIVE (wellbeing) areas, we are 

currently reviewing our overall purpose and vision to set us up brilliantly for 2021 and beyond. We hope to 

be able to share this with you in our next newsletter. 

 

 

Quick recap on 2021 initiatives to date: 
Magical Moments – article submitted to local paper 

On Saturday 13th February Woodchurch village appeared to have been invaded by fairies and mythical 

creatures!   

 

Villagers found painted mini doors, gnomes and fairies that had ‘magically’ appeared overnight all around 

the village. To add to the excitement, there was even a unicorn in Woodchurch, looking at all the magical 

doors and creating some fun and entertainment for the children, supporting our ‘Magical Moments’ launch. 

  

This was all part of a ‘Woodchurch in Bloom’ wellbeing initiative called ‘Magical Moments’, created to help 

spread some smiles across the village. Judging by the many comments received, it has certainly achieved 

that already! There are well over 150 painted doors hidden around the village and we are actively 

encouraging villagers to continue creating and painting more! 

 



‘My little ones (three and eight) walked around the village with my husband and really enjoyed looking at all 

the beautiful doors. My three-year-old came back and told me she saw a ‘real unicorn’. It’s lovely to be part 

of such a wonderful scheme in the village to try and keep the community spirits high,’ said one villager. 

 

Residents of all ages had fun creating and decorating magical doors in the weeks before the big launch. 

Woodchurch has been overwhelmed with talent and benefitted from the positivity this has brought during 

these tough times. 

‘My daughter, Rose, who is 10, has autism and I cannot tell you how much she has loved painting these little 

fairy doors,’ said another villager.  ‘Not only is it a great community idea for some family fun around the 

village, it’s also very therapeutic too.’ 

 
 

 

‘Blooming with Kindness’ in Woodchurch – article submitted to local paper 

Sunflowers and wooden hearts were in abundance to lift spirits in Woodchurch last week in support of 

‘Random Acts of Kindness’ week. 

Villagers, including school children were invited to write on the wooden hearts provided around the village 

and write a commitment or pledge for their act(s) of kindness and then hang them on the Church railings. 

The resulting impact was fantastic, colourful and uplifting and certainly helped spread many smiles around 

the village. 

This was an initiative organised by ‘Woodchurch in Bloom’, a village group who also promoted the week 

with bright wooden sunflowers in various planters to provide ideas and quotes.   

 

All the small hearts will be made into bunting using garden twine 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



What’s next in 2021: 
March: 

- Drop and Swap  

Event 1: Saturday 20th March  

Our first event will be “self-service” outside the side gates of the church. This is to ensure all 

restrictions are adhered to. Villagers are invited to drop off (in boxes provided) any spare plants, 

maybe after splitting perennials or spare seedlings. These can be for swapping or donating to 

Woodchurch in Bloom for village planting.  

There will also be a box for “seed swapping” and another inviting villagers to “grow and nurture” 

some specific seeds for planting round the village for the summer.  

Event 2: Saturday 10th April to coincide with the Saturday Spring Safari – see below. We also 

encourage houses involved in the Spring Safari to put swaps outside their houses. 

Keep sharing keep planting! 

 

April:   

- HOPE – building our permanent pebble butterfly is now planned early April subject to restrictions, 

availability and weather. 

- Spring Safari – over the weekend of 10th/11th April, there will be a trail around village planters and 

other village areas showing off the best Spring has to offer.  We would also like to include front 

gardens on the trail map so if you’d like yours to be on the map, please let us know by 1st April, by 

emailing woodchurchinbloom@hotmail.com  

May: 

- Wildflower meadow – on the 1st, 2nd & 3rd May between 3 and 4pm, we hope villagers will come 

along and help us plant out wildflower seedlings in a designated area on the Green extension.  For 

those villagers that have been kindly growing seedlings over winter, we hope you will be able to 

bring them along at some point over the dates and times above to plant out too.  Thank you to 

everyone that has supported us with this.  We will of course ensure that restrictions at the time are 

strictly adhered to as with all our Woodchurch in Bloom activities. 

July: 

- Front Garden competition - we also wanted to make you aware now that the popular Front Garden 

competition is returning this year! Please see below for further details so that you can get planning! 

Woodchurch Front Garden Competition 2021 

We are all looking forward to a much better and hopeful year.  As we know being outside is a great mental 

boost.  Gardening and watching nature can be great stress busters.  So, let’s do a bit to encourage more 

nature into our gardens no matter how great or small. 

WinBloom will be running the 2021 Front Garden Competition with wildlife in mind.  Social distancing will be 

observed at all times and contact can be made via telephone and emails.   

Extra points will be awarded for making your front garden more wildlife friendly.  So, make your garden 

more welcoming to the amazing wildlife we have and not just somewhere to park the car or a place for the 

rubbish bins.  It doesn’t need to cost a lot, nor take much more effort but it will mean so much for our 

wildlife and environment. 

Wildlife needs three basic things: WATER, FOOD, and SHELTER.  Supply one or all these needs and extra 

points will be awarded and will be a big bonus to our wildlife. 

A few hints for wildlife gardening can be found on the separate attachment! 

Entry form will be available in our next newsletter 

mailto:woodchurchinbloom@hotmail.com


 

March Gardening Tip: 

March is the time to divide most perennial plants, but not those flowering now, as in the picture. There is 

plenty of advice around about how to do this, but here is a tip you won't find. A perennial usually needs 

dividing because it likes its position and is doing well. If you take the offshoots and plant them in completely 

different situations, often they perform poorly. So, to ensure success, look at the situation of the original in 

terms of sun, soil and position and try and create the same conditions for the offshoots. For some 

perennials you are told to break off the offshoots and replant the crown. Well, here's another tip. If you do 

this, be sure to plant one of the offshoots reasonably close to the old crown, so if the crown dies, all is not 

lost.  

Chris Stafford 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Getting in Touch: 

Linda Baker – THRIVE lead:  07795 383945 

Philippa Jones – Chair: 07774 608281 

WoodchurchinBloom@hotmail.com 
 

Follow us on social media: 

                   
 
 

mailto:WoodchurchinBloom@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WoodchurchinBloom
https://www.instagram.com/woodchurchinbloom/
https://twitter.com/WinBloom1

