
A few hints for wildlife gardening 

 

1. Use no chemicals in your garden. We do not know what the true damage and knock-

on effects pesticides and herbicides are having on our wildlife, ground water and 

land.  If we have no pests there will be no predators. There are chemical free 

alternatives that you could try and we will have to accept some damage to our 

plants. 

2. Shelter.  Places to nest, to rest in safety or hibernate are important for all wildlife 

and can be added to your garden.  Nest boxes for birds and bats, log piles for insects, 

reptiles and amphibians, bee hotels, hedgehog box for hibernation and daytime 

shelter.  Natural shelter can be trees and shrubs, ground cover plants, climbers on 

wall and fences. 

3. Water. Water is so important to wildlife for drinking, bathing and a home for insects, 

frogs, toads and newts.    A pond in your front garden would be wonderful but a bird 

bath or a dish of water with some stones in it will be much appreciated by wildlife.  A 

mini pond can be made from a half barrel or similar container.  

4. Food. This can be natural or supplementary and should be available all year. “Pests” 

are food for something else up the food chain. Natural food could be nectar rich 

flowers, dead wood for larvae, berries and nuts.  Supplementary food can be 

sunflower hearts, peanuts and suet for birds or cat or dog food for hedgehogs. All 

feeders should be regularly cleaned. 

5. Rainwater collection, storage and use.  Rainwater can be collected from the house, 

garage, sheds etc., and be stored in water butts or troughs and be used to top up 

ponds, irrigate the garden in dry periods. 

More information and advice can be found in books and on the internet from the 

following organisations. 

Kent Wildlife Trust  www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk 

RHS  www.wildaboutgardens.org.uk  www.rhs.org.uk 

www.bumblebeeconservation.org.uk 

www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk 

www.kentbatgroup.org.uk 

www.butterfly-conservation.org.uk 

www.arc-trust.org   (amphibian and reptile) 

RSPB   www.rspb.org.uk 

http://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/
http://www.wildaboutgardens.org.uk/
http://www.rhs.org.uk/
http://www.bumblebeeconservation.org.uk/
http://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/
http://www.kentbatgroup.org.uk/
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org.uk/
http://www.arc-trust.org/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/


SHELTER 

Trees and shrubs provide homes for all kinds of wildlife. 

Climbers on walls and fences are great for shelter. 

Nest boxes for birds, bats and hedgehogs provide homes for breeding, roosting 

and hibernation.   

Log piles are great homes for 

insects, small mammals, 

amphibians and reptiles. 

Bug and bee hotels are great 

way for providing homes for 

bees butterflies and other 

creepy crawlies. 



Water 

A dish of water, or a bird bath or better still a pond in your garden gives 

wildlife something to drink, bath or a home.  Keep them topped up and 

clean.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food 

Plants and flowers provide pollen and nectar for insects. Plants that produce 

seeds, berries and fruit provide food for birds and small mammals. Creatures 

A dish of water, on the ground for 

hedgehogs or raised for birds.  Add 

pebbles so insects and bees can 

drink too.   

Bird Bath 

A small pond can be attractive to us 

and wildlife. Make  a sloping ‘beach’ 

for birds to drink from and easy exit 

for mammals. 



that live in the soil are food for birds, amphibians and mammals.  Leave seed 

heads through winter for the birds.  

DO NOT USE CHEMICALS to control pests. A family of Blue Tits can eat 100,000 

aphids in a year! 

 Just putting up a bird feeder will attract many birds in your garden. 

Supplementary food for birds: sunflower seeds, peanuts, fat balls. 

Feed hedgehogs with Cat or dog food. P.S. Make a CD size hole in the bottom 

of your fence to allow hedgehogs safe movement between gardens. (Talk to 

your neighbours first!). 

 

Lavender great for nectar. 

Verbena bonariensis, fantastic for 

nectar and the seed heads are great 

for Goldfinches and Blue tits in the 

winter. 

Sunflowers are great for Bees and 

the seeds are eaten by birds and 

small mammals. 


